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Abstract

The proposednterstate Highway If) 35 Capital Express Central Projecs to improve an
approximately 8mile segment ofl-35 from U.S. HighwayS 290 East to US 290 WestGtate
Highway GH) 71. The project Area of Potential Effects (APE) includepa@tion of Emmanuel
United Methodist Church (Emmanuel UMC), whialas recommended not eligible as a local
landmark or for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) as part of the 2016 East Austin
Survey conducted by HardyeckMoore, Inc. (HHM, Inc.Reconnaissancdevel investigations

for the current project identifiedEmmanuel UMGor its potential eligibility and concluded that
intensive-level work would be required to provide a definitive NRHP evaluation Esnmanuel

UMC A description of the oveall project area and detailed survey results are included in the
reconnaissanceHistoric Resources Survey Report

On behalf of the Texas Department of Transportation Environmental Affairs Division, Mead &
Hunt, Inc. performed an intensive survey in Jangeand February2022 to provide a definitive
evaluation of NRHP eligibility fdEmmanuel UMCThe intensive survey included extensive
research, fieldwork, and comparative analysis.

Based on the findings of the intensive surve{,mmanuel UMGs recommended eligible for
listing in the NRHRat the local levelunder Criterion A in the area of Ethnic Heritage and
Criterion C in the area of Architecturtairough application of Criteria Conderation A: Religious
Properties Based on the project designs as shown okugust2022 schematics and design

files, both build alternatives (Alternative 2 and Modified Alternative 3) would have no adverse
effect to NRHReligible Emmanuel UMC
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Project Identification

A ReportCompletion Date: 09/30/2022

A Date(s) of Fieldwork:  01/14/2022; 02/27/2022

A Survey Type: A Windshieldq ReconnaissancéH Intensive
A Report Version: A Draft'H Final

A Regulatory Jurisdiction: 'H Federalfj State

A TxDOT Contract Number WA57008SH004

A District or Districts: Austin

A County or Counties: Travis

A Highwayor Facility Interstate Highway § 35
A Project Limits:

A From: U.S. HighwayyS 290 East
A To: US 290 West/State HighwaySH) 71

A Main CSINumber 0015-13-388

A Report Autho(s): Angela HronekMead & Hunt, Inc. (Mead &lunt)

A Principal Investigatos: Rick Mitchelland Emily Pettis Mead & Hunt

A List of Preparers: Rick Mitchelld Principal Investigator, direcd fieldwork and

research activities performedquality control for intensive
survey productsreviewed National Register of Historic
Places NRHB evaluation prepared and reviewed effect
recommendation.

Emily Pettisd Principal Investigatorperformed quality
control for intensive survey productgeviewed NRHP
evaluation and effect recommendation.

Angela Hroneld primary author of intensive survey report,
led intensivelevel research.

Lauren Kellyd participated in fieldwork and research and
assisted in intensive survey report preparation.

CarolineBruchmana prepared field survey maps, survey
report maps, and GIS deliverables.
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Area of Potential Effects (APE)

8 Existing ROW
51506 from Proposed ROW and Easemen
53006 from Proposed ROW and Easemen

X Custom:Emmanuel United Methodist Church (200 Brushy Street, Travis Cent
Appraisal District [TCAD] parcel 191639fNote: The APE for the3b Capital
Express Central Projeateconnaissance HRSR extends 150 feet beyond the

projectds Environment al Study Area.
A HistoricAge Survey CuDff Date: 1980
A Study Area For thel-35 Capital Express Central Projecas a whole, the historic

resourcesstudy area extends 1300 feet beyond proposed new ROW
and easements.Results of the overall study area analysis are
avail abl e iHstoficfResoupcesdigseacch Besigand
reconnaissancelevel Historic Resources Survey Repo(HRSR).

For the puposes of this intensive study, the historic resources study
area is | imited twhichtcomprisgsmacp efthe )
city block bounded by BEst 31 Street, thel-35 northbound frontage
road, East 2nd Street, and Brushy Street.

Section 106 Consulting Parties

A Public Involvement Outreach Efforts:

The proposed project includes ongoing focused Section 106the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (Section 10@ublic involvement outreachas well
as incorporation of historic resources as part of the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) public involvement proces$he Texas Departmenf Transportation TxDOTheld a
virtual Section 106 consulting parties meeting on October 6, 20210 provide an overview
of the project, cultural resources mana
process, consulting party opportunities and re$ in the Section 106 process, and
upcoming historic resources survey tasks and schedulexDOT posted the draft35
Capital Express Central reconnaissandevel HRSR and seven intensidevel HRSRs on
the project website for public access on May 24, 20227 Section 106 consulting party
meetingwas heldon June 10, 2022, to gather comments and questionsTxDOT will involve
consulting parties throughout the Section 106 process, includirgmeeting to discuss
project impacts andpotential mitigation activities.Additionalinformation on Section 106
focused public involvement efforts for thé-35 Capital Expess Central Projects includedin
the reconnaissanceevel HRSR.
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A Identification of Section 106 Consulting Parties:

TxDOT identified 28 potential consulting parties for tHe&5 Capital Express Central
Project Of the consulting parties, the following groups are most likely to have interest
Emmanuel UMGased on geographic location and/or historical associations:
1 Texas Historical Commissio
Travis County Historical Commission
Preservation Austin
Preservation Texas
City of Austin Historic Landmark Commission/Historic Preservation Office
City of Austin Parks and Recreation Departme{RARD)Historic Preservation
and Tourism
Rainey Neighborhood Association
Swede Hill Neighborhoodssociation
WillowSpence Historic District/East Cesar Chavez Neighborhood Contact Tea
Section 3
Six Square Cultural District
Black Austin Coalition
Austin Area Urban League
1 Black Leaders Collective

= =4 =4 A A

= =4

= =4 =

A Section 106 Review Efforts:

As noted above TXDOT helé Section 106 consulting party meeting onOctober 6,2021, to
provide an overview of the project, cul
project development process, consulting party opportunities and roles in the SentLl06
process, and upcoming historic resources survey tasks and schedubm December 6,
2021, TxDOTupdated consulting partieson the inprogress cultural resources
investigations via email. TXDOT provided another update and outlined upcoming steps ir
the Section 106 process via email on February 2, 2022. In this email, TXDOT reminded
consulting parties of the opportunity to provide input on potentially historic resources in t
project APE. Mead & Hunt contacted several consulting parties to request aidaial
information in the course of developing the draft HRSR. These included:

1 City of Austin Historic Landmark Commission/Historic Preservation Office

1 City of AustilrPARD Historic Preservation and Tourism

1 Preservation Austin

1 Texas Historical Commission

TxDOT initiated formal review of the draf8b Capital Express Central reconnaissandevel
HRSR and seven intensivievel HRSRs on May 24, 2022. The HRSRs were posted to the
project website. Consulting parties were notified and invited to send commentsda

Historical Resources SurveRRepatt, Texas Department of Transportatiofsnvironmental Affairs Division 5



guestions via email to the TxDOT project historian. A Section 106 consulting party meetil
was heldon June 10, 2022, to gather comments and questions. Section 106 consulting
parties were also invited to request individual meetings with the TXxDOT projastorian if
desired.

Information provided to date by the consulting parties pertains to other resources and
neighborhoods in thel-35 Capital Express Central Projeerea, and did not include
information related to Emmanuel UMC.

TxDOT wiltontinue to involve consulting parties throughout the Section 106 process
second meeting to discuss potential mitigation activities will be held at a date to be
determined during thefall of 2022. Results of this meeting, including additional consulting
party comments related to Emmanuel UMC, will be included in the fih8b Capital
Express Central reconnaissaneevel HRSR

A Summary of Consulting Parties Comments:

There have been no consulting party comments regarding the Emmanuel UMG4ate.
Stakeholders

A Stakeholder Outreach Efforts:

In addition to the Section 106 consulting parties, anticipated project stakeholders may
include property owners, residents, and business owners in and near the project APE;
neighborhoodassociations and planning contact teams; other neighborhood and
community groups; and elected officials.

A Mead & Hunt historian spoke with members of Emmanuel UMC on February 27, 2082
gather additional information on the history of the church buildys and the congregation.

A Identification of Stakeholder Parties:

ReverendYolanda Corredintor
EmmanuelUMC

200 Brushy Street

Austin, TX 78702

(512) 472-4088

A Summary of Stakeholder Comments:

Discussions with Emmanuel UMC members éiebruary 27, 2022 focused on a tour of the
buildingsd interiors and on historical
congregation. No verbal comments regarding tH&5 Capital Express Central Projegtere
received, other than a general inter& in receiving project information as it is updated.
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Project Setting/Study Area

A Study Area

The overall historic resources study area for tH&85 Capital Express Central Project
extends 1,300 feet beyond maximum proposed righbvf-way (ROW) Forthe purposes of this
intensive survey, the study area is confined to the parcel boundary of Emmanuel UMC a
200 Brushy Street(TCAD parcel 191639, comprising 0.56 acres.

A Previously Evaluated Historic Resources

Emmanuel UMGvasrecommended not eligible as a local landmarér for the NRHPas part
of the 2016 East Austin Survey conducted by HartheckMoore, Inc.(HHM, Inc.YHHMID
2977).

A Previously Designated Historic Properties

There are no previously designatekistoric properties on this parcel.

A Previously Designated Historic Districts

There are no previously designated historic districts on this parcel.

A Historic Land Use

Prior to theconstructionof Emmanuel UMGit this location in 1952, the 1935 Sanborn
map shows that five, one-story, frame dwellings occupied the eastern part of the block
where the church would be located Before that, the 1887 bird&-eye map shows a church
at the current Emmanuel UMC location and three other small hiings between that
church and East 31 Street?

A Current Land Use and Environment

Emmanuel UMC is bordered byast 31 Street to the north, thel-35 northbound frontage
road to the west, st 2nd Street to the south, and Brushy Street to the westhe
residential lots thatformerly occupiedthe western portion of the block wre removed with
the construction ofl-35, and Emmanuel UMC now directly abuts the frontage road to the
west.

A Historic Perod(s) and Property Types

The subject property is a churctgrimarily built in the 1950s and 1960s, that has served
as a religious gathering place sincis construction Buildings within the religious complex

10Austin, Texas, 1935 Vol. 1.,6 1:600 (New York: Sanhb

Congress, https://www.loc.gov/item/sanborn08415 006/.
2Augustus Koch, OAustin, State CapiCastmhedadibrarfattkea s , 1887

University of Texas at Austin.
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include: a 1952 building, the original sanctuary and classrooms, which now serves as the
fellowship hall; a 1964 sanctuarya 1964 wing with offices, classrooms, and a kitchen; ant
a 1978 addition. Altogether, the buildings were constructed between 1952 and 1978.

A Integrity of Historic Setting

The integrity of the original residential setting for the church has been diminished by the
construction ofl-35 to the west in the earlyl960s, which cut through the western portion
of the block where several houses had been located. Historic aerials show that former
residences that had been located on the block east of Emmanuel UMC facing Brushy St
were replaced with a parking loat some point between 1985 and 20@, and church
members recalled that they were removed c¢.1999East ofl-35 in this area recent
commercial and mixeeduse development along Est 5t Street and teardowns along &st
Cesar Chavez Street reflect increasing deepiment pressure in the area, although this
encroachment is not as visible in the immediate vicinity of Emmanuel UMI&tailed
integrity information is provided in the NRHP Eligibility Recommendations section below.

Survey Methods

A Methodological Description

The intensivestudy s i n compliance with TxDOTo6s |
and Historical Studies guidanceA reconnaissancdevel survey has been performed for the
full project corridor betweenUS 290 East and US 290 West/SH 7.1This intensiveevel
investigation focusedon clarifying the NRHP eligibility éfie Emmanuel UMC at 200 Brushy
Street in East Austin. Maps are provided in Appenddx The historieage resource was
identified using avaiéble historic maps, atlases, and aerials in combinatiowith field
observations. The propeyt wasevaluated for potential NRHP eligibilitgpplying appropriate
regional and thematic contexts. The historic context was developesing primary and
secondary source material and information provided by local informants

On behalf of TXDOT ENV, Mead & Hunt performed an intensive survey of Emmanuel UM
January and February 2022. Field survey for the property included detailed photography
fieldnotes recorded electronically on tablets. Mead & Hunt obtained interior access to the
sanctuary and spoke with several longtime members during fieldwork. Survey photograpt
and field data were used to produce an inventory form for the histosge resourceg(see

AppendixC).
30Aeri al |l mage, Austin, Texas, 1985, 6 1985, Hi storic
https://www.historicaerials . com/ vi ewer ; O0Aeri al |l mage, Travis County,

Rodriguez, Interview with Mead & Hunt, Inc., February 27, 2022.
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A Comments on Methods

Investigations include one nofarchaeological cultural resources intensive surveycluding
photographic documentation and research. Findings of the intensive survey ammpiled
into this HRSR compl et edocumantadonStandard:aistorieal w
Resources Survey Report.

Survey Results

A Project Area Description

This intensive survey focuses only on Emmanuel UM@tated in East AustinAs noted
above,Emmanuel UMGncompasses an area bounded by East®3Street on the north,|I-

35 northbound frontage road to the westEast 2nd Street to the south, and Brushy Street tc
the east. Emmanuel UMQontinues in use as areligiouspropertyand is owned by the
same congregation that originally organized in the lateneteenth century and constructed
its first building on this property in 1952.

A Literature Review

Mead & Hunt consulted a range of primary and secondary sources to develop the histori
context and reevaluate the subject property for NRHP eligibility. Below is a general
description of sources used and how each informed the intensive survey. Individual
resources are also identified in the References Cited section.

The following secondary sourcesrpvided both general background information on the
study area and propertyspecific information for the historic context:
1 Entries from theHandbook of Texas Oime.

1 Historic contexts on the City of Austin aneB5 previously prepared by HHM, Inc.
o City of Austin Historic Resources Study, 2016

0 Interstate Highway 35 Corridor Historic Resources Investigatio2604.

1 Information on postWorld War Il (postar) Modern churches from books and
previous historic contexts:
0 Gretchen BuggelnThe Suburban Church: Modernism and Community in
Postwar America

o Jason John Paul Ha s ki n sRrogreddieer gi n al
Architecture for Minority, Immigrant, and Rural Chehes in Texas

Historical Resources SurveRRepatt, Texas Department of Transportatiofsnvironmental Affairs Division 10



0 Mead & Hunt, Inc, Phase | Architecture/History Survey and Phase Il
Evaluation for the Rush Line Bus Rapid Transit Project, Ramsey County,
Minnesota.

o Larry Millett, Minnesota Modern: Architecture and Life at Midcentury

o Jay M. PriceTenples for a Modern God: Religious Architecture in Postwar
America

1 Information on postwar churches in Austin available online:
0O OArchives of the Rio Grande Annual
Southern Methodist UniversitySMU Bridwell Library Perkins School of
Theology website

o Graham Cumberbatch, O0OEaét Austinds
o First Austin: A Baptist Community of Faith,Hi st ory of FIior s
o Mi dTex Mod: DolcOo nmomm oditsO8aptisb8hurch of Austid
The following historic mapping and aerial imagery sources obtained online were used to
trace development patterns and land uses ithe study area:
1 Historic and current aerial imagery obtained through Historicaerials.com, Google

Earth, andU.S. Geographical Survey (USGEarth Explorer.

1 General Land Office Maps of Travis County available through the Portal to Texas
History.

1 USGSopographic maps of Austin available through USGS TopoView.
1 Current property parcel data available from TCAD.

1 Historic Sanborn maps obtained through the University of Texas at Austin, Rerry
Castafeda Library Map Collection and through the Library of Caegs website.

1 Bird®-eye maps from thePerryCastafieda Library Map Collectioand Texas Historic
Map Overlay.

Propertyspecific primary source materials were obtained online and at the Austin History
Center. These materials were used along with other seas to develop a historic overview
of Emmanuel UMC. These sources included the following:

Historical Resources SurveRRepatt, Texas Department of Transportatiofsnvironmental Affairs Division 1



Historic photos ofEmmanuel UMGuvailable at the Austin History Center.

Newspaper and journal articles about Emmanuel UMC available at the Austin
History Center.

City directory entries for Emmanuel UMC available at the Austin History Center.
Building permits for Emmanuel UMC available at the Austin History Center.

Issues ofthe Austin AmericanStatesmanand Austin Americanavailable through
Newspapers.com.

Historic informationon Emmanuel UMC available through Tejano Trails.

Current interior photos of Emmanuel UMC available through Google Maps.
Information on the current Emmanuel UMC congregation and worship services
available on thechurchwebsite as well as the United Methodist Church Rio Texas

Conference 2021 Journal publication.

Information on the architecture firms that designed the church buildings available
Koyl, George S., and Gane, John F., edsnerican Architects Directory Thil Edition.

Historical Context Statement

A historic context of theeity of Austin with Volume Ifocused on East Austipwas developed
by HHM, Inc. for the City of Austin in 2016. Relevant sections of the historic context from tl
report are directly quoted and shown iitalicst o di f f erenti ate t he
authorship (note: all figure captions are shown in iteds but were authored by Mead & Hunt)

The subject congregation has gone by many different names over the years, including:

1
T
T
T

First Methodist Mexican Church (1891.929)

Methodist Episcopal Church South/Mexican Methodist Church (192944)
EastAvenue Methodist Church (1944.952)

Emmanuel Methodist Churchglesia Metodista Emanuel1952 -present;the word

oUnitedo6 woul d have ,wkeadfferard sbesdftieer o u n
international Methodist church merged

40Uni t ed Met hBndyclapedia BritanicadMiarchdl7, 2022,
https://www.britannica.com/topic/United-Methodist-Church.
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For consistency, it is refeed to as Emmanuel UMC throughout this report.

The East AustirHispanicCommunity
According to HHM, |l nc. ds report, Austin
throughout the latenineteenth and earlytwentieth centuries:

Although AfricanAmed ans had a significant presenc
in 1839, the | ocal Hi spanic community r
half. As early as the 1880s, many Mexican immigrants lived in a Idging area along Shoal
Creek belav (south) and East Pine (5th) Street and near tHiternationalGreat Northern]
freight depot.Beginning around 1900 Emmanuel UMC was located at the corner oé%W
4th Street and Nueces Street, one blockom Shoal CreekOthers settled along Waller
Creek along another floodprone area just west of East Avenyeavhich is where Emmanuel
UMC would eventually relocate, odgalf block east of Waller Creek at® Street and East
Avenue The local Hispanic population began to sge in the 1910s when Mexico
experienced great political instability and revolution. Many Mexican citizens fled their
home country for safety and to seek new opportunities, and settled in Austin and other
parts of Texas.

By the 1920s, development pressure®egan to force the enclave of Mexican Americans ti
relocate from the southwest corner of the original townsite due to the laying of multiple
railroad spurs and the subsequent construction of new warehouses and other light
industries in nearby areas. MosMexican American families in East Austin in the 1920s
lived along the railroad tracks, especially clustered near East 3rd Street and East Avenuu
This trend continued into the 1930s and prompted several families to move to the less
expensive and floodprone land south of Black neighborhoods on the other side of East
Avenue (later I H 35). Il n 1925, Ear | Con
various | ocations where Austinds Mexica
Hispanic neighborh@ds situated west of East Avenue, Connell stated that a compact
group of 35 Mexican families lived on the opposite side of East Avenue and were
interspersed with white and Black families in an area between Eastand East 11h
Streets.Co n n e | | 0ae stppanted ibyntlye ity directories and Sanborn Maps, which
document the presence of a OMexican Bap
longer extant).Emmanuel UMC, which was located at 810 East Avenue1829, would
have also served thiscommuity. Connel | 6s report did not
east, north, or south of his limited study area. By the mib fate 1920s, however, Mexican
Americans and African Americans lived throughout the East Austin project arfea.

5 The boundaries of the East Austin survey area for the 2016 HHM study were IH 35 to the west, Manor
Road tothe north, Pleasant Valley Road/Capital Metro Rail Line to the east, and Lady Bird Lake to the south.
HHM, Inc. City of Austin Historic Resources Survey: Final Report, Volunlerepared for the City of Austin,
October 2016), 1, 2930.
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[Thepolicies adopted followinghe segregationist 1928 Koch and Fowler city plgn
triggered enormous demographic shifts. The mulithnic quality that had once
distinguished East Austin waned as Black and Hispanic populations largely replaced the
Swede, Germanand AnglaAmerican communities in this area. This trend included Africa
Americans, who moved into the area from other parts of the city, but also included a
growing number of Mexican Americans, many of whom were new to Augtii.hese
immigrants sought $eady jobs, better pay, and the opportunity to purchase land in the
area. Toward the end of the 1920s, white residents of Austin began to react negatively tc
the Hispanic population boom, and like African Americans (yet to a lesser extent),
Mexicans and Me&ican Americans became targets of racial discrimination. Subject to
limited housing choices due to the financial costs and racial covenants that barred sales
0 n &aucasiansyHispanics in Austin established their own enclave south of East 8th
Street,rear t he Col or ado TRiesedemogsaphit shifts ih East Austin
and the restrictions imposed upon nogvhite residents living there made for a community
with a sense of unity and selfeliance in the face of social injustice. The segregatetistrict
contained its own businesses, churches, schools, parks, public housing, and social
communitiess$

e[ Clhurchesécontribute[d] significantly
African Americans and Mexican Americans in Austin attdad churches west of East
Avenue in the cityds downtown core, as
were required to sit in segregated areas. Some African American congregations even me
in the basements or other facilities of samgdenomination churches? AsAfrican
Americans and Mexican Americans established their own congregations, many of the
congregationsmigrated to East Austin along with members of those communities.

During the postwar eraMexican American$ previously cancentrated south of East 7th
Street, near the lowlands fronting the Colorado River and the industrial areas near the
railroads along East 3rd and East 4th Streefsbegan to intersperse with Black residents
north of East 7th Street? Followingh e 19581 ® ARIsan, 6 whi ch w
plan that was never fully implemented but was influential to city planning, the area of Eas
Austin south of Bst 7t Street attracted an increasing number of Hispanic residents.The
relocation of Emmanuel UMC eastfd=ast Avenue in the 1950s reflects these demographi
trends.

6 HHM, Inc.,City of Austin Historic Resources Survey: Final Report, Volumg2b64.
7 HHM, Inc.City of Austin Historic Resources Survey: Final Report, Volumsl

8 HHM, Inc.,City of Austin Historic Resources Survey: Final Report, Volum&7l 64.
9 HHM, Inc.City of Austin Historic Resources Survey: Final Report, Volun@bsl

10 HHM, Inc. City of Austin Historic Resources Survey: Final Report, VolumEob.
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In the late 1950s and earlyl960s Ea st Avenueds transfor mat
segregated division between the largely white population of Central and West Austin anc
the largely Blak and Hispanic population in East Austin south of Manor Road. The
eradication of East Avenue severed connections to neighborhoods and institutions that
connected Austinds east side to downtow
Palm School, 6th Steet, and the Waller Creek/Red River area. The intrusion of IH 35 led
to the eventual demolition of Samuel Huston College, Winn School, East Avenue Park, a
numerous other homes and businesses that once lined East AvenuéAdjacent to
Emmanuel UMC, the houses that once occupied the western portion of the block were
demolished and thel-35 northbound frontage roadtook their place.

During the late twentieth century and again in the early twenfirst century, East Austin
experi enced rapid growt h an dyrowirsyurbamized area® o
This growth has raised property values across the entire city, but its effect has been felt
most dramatically in many parts of East Austin. Many of the residents who haadled this
area home have now been priced out of their neighborhoods. This trend has led to the
demolition of many historic properties and the construction of new mixgitsed and
commercial buildings that share none of the physical attributes that historitig
characterized the area. Despite such threats, many parts of East Austin still survive and
remain as tangible links2to the communi

SpanishSpeaking Methodistan Texas

The Methodist Church began ministering to Spanisipeaking Texans in 1874, when the
West Texas Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, started a Spanish
speaking district. The Mexican Border Mission Conference formed in 1885 and boasted
1,370 congregants at that time. By the time the Texas Mexican Mission formed in 1914,
encompassing Spanistspeaking churches located east of the Pecos River, it ha@B76
members. This group evolved into an annual conference of Spangteaking Methodists
with 3,837 members in 1930. In 1939 the group changed its name to the Rio Grande
Conference, which encompassed Spanispeaking Methodist congregations in Texas and
some in New Mexica3 By 1955 the conference represented as many as 12,000 Spanish
speaking Methalists.1* Emmanuel UMC was a longstanding member of the Spanish
speaking Methodist conferences, hosting the Methodist Mexican Border Mission
Conference in 1914 and the Rio Grande Conference in 1985While Spanishspeaking

11 HHM, Inc. City of Austin Historic Resources Survey: Final Report, Volum&4D.

12 HHM, Inc. City of Austin Historic Resources Survey: Final Report, VolumEss.

13 Norman W. Spellmannd Me t h o d i s Texa€ $taterHestiorica) Association Handbook of Texas
December 8, 2020, https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/methodistchurch.

“Ruth Prouse and Darl ene Pr ou sThe UnivetityrMethbdistApii o me Mi s s i
1955, 7.

150 Met ho dCiosntfseriem c e t o ASstinreAm&ricaBStatesmars Noyetnber 16, 1914;
0Met hodi st Conf eTheAustie Anlericandude 5HI855.e , 6
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congregations united with norSpanishspeaking ones in 1939 as part of the larger
Methodist Church in Texas, the Rio Grande conference remained in place as a separate
administrative body until 2015 when it merged with the SouthwestexasConferenceto
become the Rio Texas Conference of the United Methodist Chutch

History of EmmanuelUMCCongregation

Reverend Tranquilino del Valle foundeth¢ congregation that would become Emmanuel
UMCon February 8, 1891 as the First Methodist Mxican ChurchThe church, whictwas
the first Protestantcongregationfor Mexican Americans in Austirmet at a houselocated

in West Central Austin” Reverend del Valle served until 18948 By 1900 Reverend G.A.
Velasquezwas leading the churchwhich met at his house at 312 Nueces Strede
(nonextant)on the corner of4th Streetin downtown Austirt® The congregation was growing
during this time AsReverend Velasquexvrote ina public notice inthe Austin American
Statesmanin March 1900:

Permit me to make one more appeal to the Christian people of Austin in behalf of
our congregation, which is growing larger and larger until it is not only difficult but
impossible to accommodate them in our present place of worship. We leato put
the seats so close together that the congregation can not kneel down while praying,
and part of the congregation have to stand on the outsicé.

As is indicated by this notice, & erend Velasquezavas an important leader for the
congregation, adveating for donations and employment for members. Research did not
indicate whetherEmmanuel UMQonstructeda largerchurch building under his tenure;
regardless,as of 1917 the church was still located at the corner of Nueces anth
Streets2t Throughout the 1910s and earlyi920s the congregation remained activewith
longstandingReverend Basilio Sotstarting a traveling Sunday school that served areas
outside of Austinz2 In 1914 the church hosted the Methodist Mexican Border Mission
Confererce, which gathered approximately 25 representatives from Spanisheaking
Methodist congregations throughout the regio#s.

®Spell mann, oO0OMethodist Churcho¢; 0Ar cSMUBrahsell labfaryt he Ri o
Perkins School of Theology.d.,
https://lwww.smu.edu/Bridwell/SpecialCollectionsandArchives/Exhibitions/Archives/R@®rande; Mickey
Mc Candl es s, ed. , oUnited Methodist Church Rio Texas Co
2021, 4.

701 gl esi a Met oltd Tejana TrdigdGR2, http://wwéd.tejanotrails.com/phaselsites/iglesia-
metodista-emanuel/.

B9 Emmanuel Met hAudin AnericabStaiesncah May 20, 1967, A CHURCHES
METHODIST C3690 (5), Austin History Center.

1990 Me xi ¢ an MAaustih AnmkiicanBtatesraan March 18, 1900; ol glesia Met

29 Mexican Methodists. o

210 Rev . Ant oAustio AnrericanStatésiman &ugust 2, 1917.

20l glesia Metodista Emanuel . 6

BoMet tediizn Conference to Speak Spanish. o
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Emmanuel UMGnovedlocations at least two times during the 1920sBy 1927 city
directory records indicate that the church had mgrated eastwardacross East Avenué¢now
I-35) to 1201 East 4th Street (nonextant)at the cornerof Waller Street however, this move
appears to have beershortlived24 Also in 1927 an article in theAustinrAmerican

a n n o u nARetitign ofdhe citymission board of Methodist churches to have a building
at 810 East Avenue which will be used as a church and social center for Mexicans put
under the &church ,réatwehdi cfho rt lgremtedetin y@2adbe u n
new church building(nonextant)was constructedon the west side of East Avenue at the
corner of East 9t Street. It B listed inthecitydi r ect ory t hat year ¢
Epi scopal Ch ur c ht 819 &astt AkenueMéexcongrgationappears to
have thrived at itsEast Avenue location. The 1935 Sanborn mgpee Figurel) shows itas
a onestory frame building with projecting bay along East Avenue and attached dwelling t
the south that islikely the parsonagez?
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Figurel. Mexican Methodist Church at 810 Eést Avenue, as shown (highlightedyellow)
on the 1935 Sanborn Map2s

By the mid1940s Emmanuel UMCagain faced changes, this time to its financesame,
and property Since 1929 the churchbelonged tothe Ausin Board of City Missionaind
receivedadministration andfunding from that group In 1944 the church became sel
supporting. That same yeathe congregation purchased a property adjoining its 810 East

220Austin City Dir-«CHURCHESMENHODEST Endmamuel €3690 (53 Rustin History

Center.
20A Petiti on o fThetAbsgn A@ericapMaidh 45 19270 n, 6
%01l glesia Metodi sta Emanuel 6; OAustin City Directory
270 Austin, Texas, 1935 Vol . 1.,0 Sheet 28.

2B0AuUustin, Vekas]l. #8935
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Avenue location for $5,500 originallyintending to buld a new church and education
building on that site. They also changed their naméo East Avenue Methodist Church. City
directories indicate that the congregation was located at 810 East Avenue as late as
1947.30 By 1948, however, the congregation sougliids to purchaseits lots on the east
side of East Avenuedescribingthe locationas an ounusually well
propertyéon th&E@GI ONAdLe ddl IGHHTVAR . 6

Emmanuel UMC began the process of movitgthe east side of East Avenue the early
1950s, identifyinga locationfor a new buildingalong Brushy Street between &st 314 Street
and East 2nd Streetin the heartofEa s t  Agrosving Mexicean American comunity. The
move and new building were sponsored by prominent Mexican American community
membersincluding Eva Garcia Carrillowhohad founded of thec i tfigst@Spanish
language newspaperla Vanguardias2 A building permit was issued in September 1951
for a omasonry church building, 200 Bru
occurred on November 18 of that year. The prominent local architecture firm of Kuehne,
Brooks, & Barr (see Contemporary Architiece below) designed the buildingand C. Ben
Hibbets served as contracto#s

The new sanctuary and classroom building wasmpletedin April 1952 and the church
renamed Emmanuel Methodist Church at that timgsee Figure2).34 After the sanctuary
opened, attendance at weekly services increased from 90 to over 169.The congregation
movedits former frame church building (nonextant) from the 810 East Avenue location to
the new property on Brushy Street, usingas a kitchen, dining hall, classroom, and stage
room (see Figure3).36 In 1953 parishioners dedicated a parsonage at 4601 East Avenue
(nonextant)3s”

A 1955 article in theUniversity Methodisthighlighted the thriving Emmanuel UMC
congregation. By this time it had 300 members that represented a mix of immigrants,
migrant workers, and college graduates and students. It was one of only three local
Protestant churches that specifically served Austn 6 s Me xi can Amer i c
others being Baptist and Presbyteria#t. The church would host the regional Rio Grande

2%0Mexican Methodist Chur ch TodAustigAericihduined, 19424et s New Si

00 AuLtiitry Directory Notes. 0

319 Seal ed B iTHesAustimAmericagMaycid21, 1948.

20l glesia Metodista Emanuel . 6

3B0Buil di ng P dAustimiAnericahStateamard , 8ept ember 18, 1951; 0Groun
S u n d &he Austin AmericanNovember 17, 1951.

30l naugurati on Ri t AustinSneeticanBtatesiea tApribld, 1952. s , 6

%Prouse and Prouse, O0O®uectiNedvw 6lome Mi ssion Pr

%Prouse and Prouse, 0Our New Home Mission Project, o
Church, 200 Brushy Street, 6 November 4, 1952, Buil ding

370 Par sonage Dee dHeclad i BhanAuttepAmBdcanJune 5, 1953.

8Prouse and Prouse, 0Our New Home Mission Project, 6
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Conference of Spanistspeaking Methodists that year, and regularly held talks and events
in Spanish (see Figure 4). Although the mesanctuary and classrooms had only just been
completed, the space was already crowded, and the church was exploring options for
expansion. To this end it received support from the University Methodist Church, which t
identified EmmanbemeUMCsas ont ® Asewf 19
Church was contributing $500 per year toward a new building fund for Emmanuel UMC,
and a member of the University Methodist Church was paying the $10,000 per year
mortgage on the 1952 sanctuary and classroomuilding 3°

27
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EMANUEL LATIN AMERIC}\TME}IQQIST CHURCH

Figure2. Original sanctuary at 200 Brushy Street in 1953

¥Prouse and Prouse, 00Our New Home Mission Project,©6

00 Emanuel Latin American Met ho-CHURCHESMETHAQDIST 6369Dct ober
(5), Austin History Center.
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Emmanuel Me’rho%c‘:\li’sf Church

After thisty years, the Emmanuel Methodist members have
moved into a modern, brick building and the membership
has incrcased to 300. The former church building serves
as a combination classroom, kitchen, dining hall, and stov-

Figure3. Emmanuel UMC in the mid950s including the former frame church building
(left) and 1952 brick sanctuary (right)t

R

age room. Pictured is Mrs. Santiago Ibarra, wife of the
pastor and director of the week-day kindergarten, as well
as other church activities.

4 ProuseandPr ouse, o0Our New Home Mission Project, 6 7.
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+ WITNESS MISSION +

MISION EVANGELISTICA DE PREDICACION
Octubre 28 a Noviembre 4 — Todas las Noches a las 7:30

enla
IGLESIA METODISTA "EMMANUEL"
(Emmanuel Methodist Church)
Brushy & E. Second — GR 2-4088
Rev. Roberto Escamilla, Pastor
— El Mensaje de la Palabra de Dios en nuestros Tiempos —
presentado por

T DOS DESTACADOS EVANGELISTAS +

DR. FEDERICO PAGURA
de

Buenos Aires, Argentina

— Gran Orador de Fama Internacional
— Graduado de Seminarios en Argentina,
New York y Geneva.

— Distinguido Lider del Movimiento Ecuménico
(Sermones en Espafiol)

Rev. James C. Skinner

— Dinémico Pastor de la First Methodis
Church de Chalmette, Louisiana

— Extraordinario Lider de la Juventud

— Gran Evangelista y Director de Cantos
(Sermons in English and Spanish)

Ademas:

— Coros y Solistas Visitantes

— Servicios de Oracién antes de cada servicio (7 P.M.)
— Departamento de Nifios en todos los seryicios (Nursery)

LA MAS GLORIOSA OPORTUNIDAD DE SU VIDA
ESCUCHELOS! Ellos traeran un Mensaje Evangelistico, Biblico y Contemporéneo!

Figure4. c.1960 advertisement foran evangelical missionary evenhosted by
EmmanuelUMC42

Notably, the block that Emmanuel UMC was located on was bisected by the constructior
I-35 in the late 1950s and early 1960s. The housesthat fronted East Avenue on the west
side of the blockwere demolished to allow for construction of the highway anahtage
road. The newl-35 northbound frontageroad passed directly to the west of the church

complex(see Figureb).

“20Wi tness Mi s-CHURGHESMERHODIST369W K5), Austin History Center.
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Figure5. 1-35 under construction in 1960 with_EmmanueI umMdr yellow l;oxjﬁs 7

By September1963 planningand fundraisingfor additional spacecame to fruitionwith the
groundbreaking for a new sanctuary and education buildinghis would replacehe former
frame church building that had been moved to the sitd he structure was designed by loce
architecture firm Barnes, Lades, Goodman, and Youngblood (see Contemporary
Architecture below) and cost $100,0004 The contractor was D.B. Ware.

The new sanctuarysee Figuress and 7) opened in March 1964 with seating for 275The
attached wingto the north provided classroomsoffices, and a kitchenBy 1967 the
congregation had 435 members and wabilingual with English classes for children and
young adults, Spanish classes for adultgnd mostly Spanishserviceswith occasional
Englishofferings. The church also hosted th&Emmanuel Day Care Center onsitevith 70
children enrolled, aspart of Community Action Program of AustifiReverend Roberto
Escamillg who led the church in the mid960s, was recognized for hicontributions to the
social welfare of the Hispanic community, both locally and nationally. He served as a
founding member of the Austin Community Association, chairman of the social welfare
department of the Austin Council of Churches, and as editor of a national publication for
Spanishspeaking churchesNueva Senda”

43 Texas Department of Transportatiory, 761 IH 35, Austin, Downtown ConstructionMay 1960, TXDOT

Photo Library.

40Church to Launch TH AmericdrStatgsmanddgasi22, 4963. 3, 6
50Dedication Set by AustmArencanrStatesMantApribl®,i1364., 6
40 Emmanuel Met hodi st Church. 6

470 Ci ty Past oAustiGAniescanGtatesrman March 6, 1963.
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FigufeG. c.1970 photograph ofEmmanuel UM(Showing»the 1964 sanctUary (left) and
1952 fellowship hall and classrooms (rigt). This photograph was taken prior to
construction of an addition along the side of the sanctuary 1978 .48

Figure7.c.1970 photograph ofEmmanuel UMC showinghe 1952 fellowship hall (left)
and 1964 sanctuary (right), prior toerection of afence enclosingthe courtyard between
the two buildings#°

“4Nolen E. Wi lliamson, 0Eman uGHURCHES C369(Q(5), Muestin HistatyiCsnter. Ch ur c |
90 Emmanuel Met ho diCEHURCHESUWETHODIST @3690 (5)EmanuelAAtstin History Center.
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